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Awards Presented During NSPS Board of Directors Virtual (GoToMeeting) Session 
������������������������

During the 2020 Spring NSPS Board of Directors meeting Presidential Citations and recognition awards were presented 
as follows:

Presidential Citations – Debra Byrd, Rich Vannozzi, and the leadership team of the NSPS Young Surveyors Network
Ricky Brooks – Dedicated Service to CST
5 consecutive years of service as NSPS Director – Henry Kuehlem (TX)
Key Director - Fall 2019 (as voted on by fellow Directors) – Bart Crattie (TN)
Lisa Van Horn for her dedicated service to NSPS as President 2019-2020

NSPS Foundation Announces 2020 Scholarship Winners 
������������������������

Thank you to all the donors of scholarships issued through the NSPS Foundation. Without your support it would not be 
possible to provide assistance to a number of deserving students. Donors include: American Association of Geodetic 
Surveying; National Society of Professional Surveyors; New Jersey Society of Professional Land Surveyors; West Virginia 
Society of Professional Surveyors; Geographic and Land Information Society; Berntsen International Inc.; Schonstedt 
Instrument Company; Public Land Survey System Foundation; Loving Foundation; and various other funds set up through 
the NSPS Foundation.  

NSPS News & Views (continued)
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Surveyors Have Their Own Kind of Immortality
by Karen Craigo, Marshfield Mail, May 27, 2020

That’s what Don Mayhew, Missouri Representative for District 121, told a gathering Friday in rural Marshfield.

The occasion was a retirement celebration for Webster County Surveyor Dennis Amsinger. Mayhew, a surveyor himself, 
clearly regards surveying as a higher calling, and he saluted Amsinger with a reminder of this fact.

“Whenever our surveys are used, they’re known by our name, and that goes on forever,” he said.

Mayhew was one of three surveyors in the Missouri House of Representatives to sign a proclamation in honor of Amsinger’s 
43-year career. One of the other House surveyors, Robert Ross of District 142, was present for Friday’s celebration, held at 
Amsinger’s home. Rocky Miller of District 124 was not present.

The proclamation was presented by Representative John Black of Amsinger’s 
home District 137. Hannah Kelly, of Webster County’s other district, 141, was 
also on hand.

Surveying is a proud profession. America’s most famous surveyor was our first 
president, George Washington, but other noteworthy names include Daniel 
Boone, Thomas Jefferson, Henry David Thoreau, Abraham Lincoln, William 
Clark and Meriwether Lewis.

Amsinger is in good company. With his name on 43 years’ worth of surveys, he’s 
also in permanent company. In investigating a piece of property in the U.S., it’s 
possible to pull up hundreds of years’ worth of surveys, and today we rely on 
markers first set generations ago. Amsinger’s surveys are every bit as historic.

(continued on next page)

Dennis Amsinger (second from left) and his family hosted Representatives Rob Ross and Don Mayhew as friends 
and colleagues gathered in honor of the Missouri House of Representatives proclamation recognizing the career and 
celebrating the retirement of Mr. Amsinger. 

Dennis Amsinger, Missouri LS# 2077, 
Webster County Surveyor and proprietor 
of Amsinger Surveying, Inc.
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Surveyors Have Their Own Kind of Immortality (continued)

“We have our own kind of immortality. No other county official has that,” Mayhew said. “Though we might be able to 
follow in Dennis’ footsteps, we’ll never be able to fill them.”

Amsinger’s friends and family members listened to Mayhew’s words from the house’s deck and yard, and they applauded 
as Amsinger was presented with his framed proclamation with his dog curled at his feet.

Amsinger is in ill health, and it was clear that the gathering meant a lot to him. “It’s been an honor to work with every one 
of you guys over the years,” he told his professional associates, including county leaders and others. “I appreciate what 
everyone’s done. … It’s been a great time, and I’ve enjoyed every bit of it.”

Amsinger told the assembled guests that he loved them all, and in one voice they answered: “Love you, too.”

Paul Ipock, presiding member of the Webster County Commission, spoke up to say that Amsinger was always on hand 
and always ready to serve.

“I don’t know how many times I said, ‘Dennis, we need help. We kind of needed it yesterday. The day before would be 
even better,’” Ipock remembered. “It was done by the end of the day.”

John Fogelsong of D.D. Hamilton Title Co. spoke up, too, to remark on Amsinger’s professionalism. “Whenever you have 
a Dennis Amsinger survey, everything fits like pieces of a puzzle,” he said. “Those stakes will always be found, and those 
surveys will always fit together perfectly.”

It was high praise from someone in a good position to know.

Amsinger reflected that everything we do is our choice, and he has loved all of his choices. “I can walk across probably 
every one of those properties and tell you just about all the names, just because I’ve had the honor of doing all of this 
surveying,” he reflected.

When one sits back and calculates how many steps Amsinger must have taken in his 43 years of surveying work, the 
math feels astonishing. It’s easy to picture him tromping up and down hills and through marshes and pastures to get the 
measurement or place the mark.

And we can picture him, too, climbing that last and highest hill, flag in hand, heading toward immortality.  

Printed with approval of The Marshfield Mail.
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(continued on next page)

Missouri Society of Professional Surveyors 

PROGRAM 
 

Wednesday, August 12 ~ 1:00 - 6:00 pm 
Surveying Math (Bring your NCEES-approved calculator)  

 Calculator Use & Basic algebra 
 Trigonometry and Geometry 
 Traverse Calculations and Coordinate Geometry 
 Surveying Math Applications 
 

Thursday, August 13 ~ 8:00 am - 5:30 pm 
Surveying Fundamentals 

 Errors Analysis & State Plane Coordinates 
 Route Surveys, GPS & GIS 
 Exam Preparation, Legal Principles & Definitions 
 

Friday, August 14 ~ 8:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Missouri Practice 

 Missouri Standards & Board Rules 
 Missouri GLO System, Resurveys on Missouri’s GLO system (RSMO Chapter 60) 
 Other Missouri Statutes, Riparian Boundaries 

INSTRUCTORS 
 

Dr. Dick Elgin, PLS, PE, works for Archer-Elgin Surveying and Engineering, LLC (Rolla). He authored “The 
U.S. Public Land Survey System for Missouri.”  Mike Flowers, PLS, is the former Missouri State Land 
Surveyor. He is a former member of the Missouri Board of Architects, Professional Engineers, 
Professional Surveyors and Landscape Architects. Dr. Joseph Paiva, PLS, is a geomatics and business 
development expert and a former university educator, who is now CEO and Principal of GeoLearn 
(www.geo-learn.com), an online education company specializing in courses for professionals and 
technicians in the geospatial industry. All are well known surveying professionals. Joe Paiva helped found 
the Review Course and for years all three have previously taught parts of it.  

Surveyor’s Review Course 
August 12-14, 2020 

Best Western Capital Inn, Jefferson City  

This course has been approved for continuing education credits from the Missouri Board for Architects, 
Professional Engineers, Professional Land Surveyors and Landscape Architects for the following hours: 
 Wednesday — 5.0 PDUs 

Thursday — 8.5 PDUs 
Friday — 6.5 PDUs 

Note: If you are currently licensed in Missouri, all 6.5 PDU’s on Friday are applicable for the 2 hour PDU 
requirement for license renewal per 20 CSR 2030-8.020 (Missouri Standards and Statutes). 

This course is 
appropriate for those 
who will be taking any 
part of the surveying 

licensing exams, or for 
those already licensed 

and wish to review 
surveying topics and 

receive PDUs. 
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Review Course Registration  

Missouri Society of 
Professional Surveyors 

 

Surveyor’s 
Review Course  

 

August  12-14, 2020 
Best Western Capital Inn 

1937 Christy Drive 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 

COURSE FEE SCHEDULE  
(Please check appropriate boxes) 

MSPS 
Member 

Non-MSPS 
Member 

 Wednesday and either Thursday or Friday $600 $600 
 Thursday and Friday $750 $800 
 All Three Days $900 $1,000 
 Wednesday Only $250 $250 
 Thursday Only $500 $500 
 Friday Only $450 $450 

LOCATION AND LODGING 
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Best Western Capital Inn in 
Jefferson City, Missouri, at a rate of $101.69 plus applicable taxes 
excluding blackout dates for single king or double queen occupancy which 
includes a Full Hot Breakfast each morning. Deadline for reservation is July 
25, 2020. Make your reservation by calling 573-635-4175 and refer to 
“MSPS rate” when reserving your room. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY 
MSPS reserve the right to cancel the program and return all fees in the 
event of insufficient registration. A participant may cancel a registration up 
to two weeks before the course date and receive a full refund.  NO 
REFUNDS will be given after August 1, 2020. 

Name __________________________________________________________  PLS # ____________________ 

Firm _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State ____________________________________________________  Zip ________________________ 
Phone ______________________________  Email _______________________________________________ 

 
PAYMENT OPTIONS 

 

 Visa/MasterCard/Discover/American Express           Check Enclosed        Invoice my Firm 
 

Card # _____________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV Code __________ 

Total Amount: $___________________________________________________ 
 

To Register, detach and mail payment to: MSPS, 722 E. Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, MO 65101 
Phone: 573-635-9446 ~ Fax: 573-635-7823 ~ Email: msps@missourisurveyor.org 

Registration Deadline: August 1, 2020 
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Highlight your work!  Impress your friends!  Make 
your momma proud!  Prove to the bankers you are 
using that commercial loan!

“How” you may ask? By sharing photos, stories and news with 
Missouri Surveyor! It is really that simple. Just as this edition’s cover 
features Missouri surveyors you and your work may be featured as 
well. All content is welcome! For the cover, high quality images in 
landscape format at an aspect-ration comparable to 17”x11” work 
best; stories and articles merely need to be in Microsoft Word.

A Quarterly Publication of the
Missouri Society of Professional Surveyors

Jefferson City, Missouri June 2020
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Surveyors Materials, Inc.  
 

8875 Frost Avenue 
St. Louis, MO   63134 

(314) 521-9041 
 

Sales * Rentals * Service 
 
 
 

From Laths and Hubs to Robotics, Network GNSS 
& 

High Definition Scanners 
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