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GLO Field Notes

A short course to better  
Understand the details of the 
original glo surveyor’s notes



GLO Field Notes
Ancillary Notes

(Extra or Explanatory Notes or Marks)

▪ Resurveyed

▪ The “Underline”, “Dash” and “Slash”

▪ Additional Corner Information

▪ Personal Observations

Along the Line
▪ Creek Calls

▪ Line Trees

▪ Other Features

All Those Trees!
▪ Discussion of the common (and uncommon) trees and their abbreviations



What are Field Notes?

“Field Notes are a concise written record of collected data and conditions, 
actual and tangible, on the ground” – Ray L. Riggs





General Instructions
to

Deputy Surveyors
(Illinois and Missouri 1834)



Ancillary Notes



Dash, Underline & Slash



Additional Corner 

Information

&

Personal Notes



Along The Line











All Those Trees!

General Instructions 1834

Tiffin’s Instructions 1815



• Prospect K. Robbins 1788 Massachusetts

• Joseph C. Brown 1784 Virginia

• William Henry Ashley 1778 Virginia

• Erskine Stansbury 1807  New York

How Did You Learn To Identify Trees?

Formal Training in Dendrology

Books or Guides

Training or Instruction From A Mentor

What would you call a Maclura Pomifera tree?

A large percentage of the Deputy Surveyors were natives of New England or the 

Eastern Seaboard

However, some of the Chain-men, Flag-men and Axe-men were probably hired from 

the local population and would have some knowledge of the native tree species.







There is always 
that one tree 
“stumps” you!



- Final Thoughts -

The features “Along The Line” can very well lead you back to the Original Corner.

Keep in mind that the trees were described by men (and women?) just like you

Use the GLO Field Notes to their fullest extent.

Questions? – Comments?




