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GLO Field Notes

Ancillary Notes

(Extra or Explanatory Notes or Marks)
= Resurveyed
= The “Underline”, “*Dash” and “Slash”
= Additional Corner Information

= Personal Observations

Along the Line
= Creek Calls
» LineTrees

» Other Features

All Those Trees!

= Discussion of the common (and uncommon) trees and their abbreviations




What are Field Notes?

"Field Notes are a concise written record of collected data and conditions,
actual and tanglble on the ground” Ray L. Riggs
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E INSTRUCTIONS OF LAND COMMISSIONER. 71 %l

EDWARD TIFFIN’S INSTRUCTIONS OF 1815,

UNDER WHICH SURVEYS HAVE BEEN MADE IN OHIO, INDIANA, MICH-
IGAN, ILLINO1S, ARKANSAS AND MISSOURI.

Edward Tiffin was United States Surveyor General for Northwestern Terri-
tory from 1815 to 1825, and the following Instructions for Deputy Surveyors was
received with letter of July 26, 1815; they are now on flle in General Land
Office, Washington D. C.

6. You will be careful to note in your fleld book all the courses and dis-
tances you shall have run, the names and estimated diameters of all corner or
bearing trees, and those trees which fall in your line called station or line trees,
notched a8 aforesaid, together with the courses and distances of the bearing
trees from their respective corners, with the letters and numbers marked on
them as aforesaid; also all rivers, creeks, springs and smauller streams of water,
with their width and the course they run in crossing the lines of survey, and
whether navigable, rapid or mountainous; the kinds of timber and undergrowth !
with which the lJand may be covered; all swamps, ponds, stone-quarries, coal
beds, peat or turf grounds, uncommon, natural or artificial productions, snch as
mounds, precipices, caves, &c; all rapids, cascades or falls of water; minerals,
ores, fossils, &c; the quality of the soil and the true situation of all mines, |
salt licks, salt springs and mill seats, which may come to your knowledge, are !
particularly to be regarded and noticed in your fleld books. ’




GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
TO

DEPUTY SURVEYORS
(ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI 1834)

Township, or of a whole or fractional Section. All notes of The plots or sketches which you are to return, will exhibit,
corrections and re-surveys, must be entered as such in the asaccurately as practicable, from careful occular observation
proper place of the Field Book, according to the order in which (in addition to the measurements on the line) to be made by
they may be executed; and the former and erroneous survey you and noted in your Field Book, the true situation of all

must be referred to in the said entries. Also, in the margin of ~objects noted; including the courses and connections of all
rivers and other water courses, and travelled roads or tracks,

the pages containing HEXOLOAUS SULYES S, that fact must be denoting the principal places to which they lead, and the
stated, _and the page on which the notes of the re-survey or enchainment and direction of remarkable hills or mountains.
correction are entered, must also be referred to. Your Field Books for your original notes will be of such a
size as you may deem most convenient; they will be of the best
quality of foolscap paper; and the original field notes, which
are to be returned to this office, together with a fair and
correct copy thereof, must be kept in a plain and intelligible
manner, according to the form hereafter prescribed in these
instructions. Every entry must be so specific as not to admit

of a doubt
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Dash, Underline & Slash
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Along The Line
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All Those Trees!

Tiffin’s Instructlons 1815

be without any marks; the places of the posts are to he peLpetuated in _the fol-

lowing manner, viz: at each post the courses shall be taken and the distances
measured to two or more adjacent trees In opposite directions, as nearly as may
be, which trees, called bearing trees shall be blazed on the side next the post and
one notch made with an axe on the blaze, and there shall be cut with a marking

General Instructlons 1834

And in all cases where there is no tree in any Section within a
reasonable distance of a corner, on which to mark the number

of Section, Township and Range, that fact must be stated in
your field notes.

The names of all Bearing or witness tfeés, and station or line
trees, must be written out in full, and not abbreviated; nor




How Did You Learn To ldentify Trees?

Formal Training in Dendrology
Books or Guides
Training or Instruction From A Mentor

What would you call a Maclura Pomifera tree?

A large percentage of the Deputy Surveyors were natives of New England or the
Eastern Seaboard

Prospect K. Robbins 1788 Massachusetts
Joseph C. Brown 1784 Virginia

William Henry Ashley 1778 Virginia
Erskine Stansbury 1807 New York

However, some of the Chain-men, Flag-men and Axe-men were probably hired from
the local population and would have some knowledge of the native tree species.
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There is always
that one tree
"stumps” you!




- Final Thoughts -

The features "Along The Line" can very well lead you back to the Original Corner.
Keep in mind that the trees were described by men (and women?) just like you

Use the GLO Field Notes to their fullest extent.

Questions? - Comments?





