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Introduction of Topics

• Definitions and Type of Survey
• Deed Research
• GLO Research
• Subsequent Survey Research
• Uncommon Record Sources
• Subdivision Research
• Geodetic and Topographic Surveys
• ALTA/NSPS Land Title Surveys
• Maps
• Professional Rapport
• Survey Indexing



Definitions
2 CSR 90-60.030 General Land Surveying Requirements

(1) Records Research
(A) Every survey executed shall be based on the property description of the parcel or parent tract 
taken from the public records; and
(B) Prior to performing the fieldwork, the professional land surveyor shall acquire sufficient data to 
ascertain the record title boundary of the parcel(s) to be surveyed (such as: adjoining deedsascertain the record title boundary of the parcel(s) to be surveyed (such as: adjoining deeds, 
maps, right-of-way plans, subdivision plats, original plats and notes, and subsequent surveys). 
This requirement does not obligate the professional land surveyor to search the entire chain of 
title.

Black’s Law Dictionary
Record – “A documentary account of past events, usually designed to memorialize those events; 
information that is inscribed on a tangible medium or that having been stored in an electronic orinformation that is inscribed on a tangible medium or that, having been stored in an electronic or 
other medium, is retrievable in perceivable form.”

Dictionary.com
Research – “Diligent and systematic inquiry or investigation into a subject in order to discover or 
revise facts…”

Websters 1828 - “Diligent inquiry or examination in seeking facts or principles To search orWebsters 1828 - Diligent inquiry or examination in seeking facts or principles… To search or 
examine with continued care.”



Deed Research

• Assessor’s Office
• GIS Map OnlineGIS Map Online

• Recorder’s Office
• Deed Search Online

Ab t t L d Titl Offi• Abstract or Land Title Office
• GLO Land Patents (Later)
• Abstract of Title (rare and becoming rarer!)( g )

• Direct/Inverted (Grantee/Grantor) Index







Type of Survey Determines:

1. The Type of Research
2. The Extent of the Research

Types of Surveys

• Rural Boundary Survey
• Urban Large Tract SurveyUrban Large Tract Survey
• Subdivision Lot Survey
• Topographic Survey
• Geodetic Survey
• ALTA/NSPS Land Title Survey
• Etc.!!!Etc.!!!



Rural Boundary Surveys, U.S. Forest Service 
Surveys, U.S. FWS Surveys, Missouri Conservation Surveys, U.S. FWS Surveys, Missouri Conservation 

Dept. Surveys, Etc.

• GLO Record
• Subsequent Survey Record
• MODoT Information• MODoT Information
• USFS “Yellow Sheets”
• Other Record Sources

Record Information Chronicled in an Orderly 
FashionFashion

Corner Search Sheets

Bound Corner Fieldbooks

Electronic Medium



GLO Record Subsequent Survey 
Record

• Missouri Land Survey 
Program

• Field Notes
• Missouri Land Survey 

ProgramField Notes
• GLO Plats

• BLM-GLO Website
• GLO Plats

Program
• County Surveyors Record
• Private Surveyors Records
• Private Survey Collections• GLO Plats

• GLO Patents
• GLO Field Notes

• County GLO Book(s)

• Railroad Maps
Some Notable Exceptions
• Private Survey Records• County GLO Book(s)

• County GLO Plat Book(s)
Private Survey Records

• Un-recorded
• Your own and fellow 

surveyorsy
• Un-Indexed County 

Records
• Public/Private RecordsPublic/Private Records 

traced by local knowledge 
or peculiar tradition

• Heiskell’s Witness
• Clark’s Corner Witness 

Books



MODoT Records

• Route Plans
• Fieldbook Land Ties

USFS Records

• “Yellow Sheets”







Uncommon Record 
Sources 

• County Clerk Records
• County Road Deeds
• County Road Surveys

C D d B k• County Deed Books



The End 
Result



Subdivision Surveys

• Missouri Land Survey 
ProgramProgram

• (A note on this)
• The Correct Plat
• Prior Referenced 

Subd/Add.
• Recorded Surveys• Recorded Surveys

• Private Surveys



Geodetic Surveys
Topographic Surveys

ALTA/NSPS Land Title 
SurveysTopographic Surveys

• Benchmarks
Mi i L d S • Title Commitment• Missouri Land Survey 
Program

• Horizontal & Vertical Control 
Maps

• Title Commitment
• Vesting Deed
• Exception Documents

P&Z I f ti• NGS - National Geodetic 
Survey Data Explorer

• Local Benchmark Database

• P&Z Information
• Survey/Subdivision Records
• Right-of-way Route Plans

• Such as St. Louis County
• MODoT Plans

• FEMA Flood Data

g t o ay oute a s
• Benchmarks
• Dig-Rite Locates

FEMA Fl d D t• FIRMettes
• Georeferenced FIRM panel

• FEMA Flood Data



Maps Professional Rapport

• Google Earth
• Free

• Title Company(s)
• Assessor’s Office(s)• Free

• Global Mapper
• Subscription

• Assessor s Office(s)
• Recorder’s Office(s)
• Fellow PLS’sSubscription

• Handles most Spatial 
Data files

• Fellow PLS s
• Local Attorneys
• City Engineering and• Historic Topographic 

Maps
• ASCS Aerial Photos

• City Engineering and 
Zoning

• Utility Locating Services• ASCS Aerial Photos
• Uncommon

• Google Street View

y g

• Google Street View
• Assessor’s GIS



Survey Indexing
• Ease of Retrieval

• Completeness of Indexing
• STR

• Subdivision
• Corner Index• Corner Index

• Project 

• FGS Index


